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INTRODUCTION

It is my pleasure to welcome you to Grade 11 and 12 at IAA. We have chosen to offer what is undoubtedly the
finest passport to higher education available in the world today. The IB Diploma is a demanding course that
will challenge all who take it. However, it is an accessible course to those who are realistic in their choices and
who have commitment and sound study habits. Universities welcome the unique characteristics of the 1B
Diploma Programme students, and they recognise the way in which the programme helps prepare students
for university-level education. Studies support this assertion, indicating that IB Diploma students tend to
achieve above-average grades in their degrees.

Grade 11 and 12 will be two of the best years of your life. They may not feel like it at times, but in hindsight
they will be! The framework of the Diploma goes a long way to making many of those lasting memories. For
example, there is the intellectual stimulus of Theory of Knowledge or the depth of interest that the Extended
Essay can inspire. And of course, there is the sense of teamwork and pleasure gained from Creativity-Activity-
Service. All of these contribute to the amazing memory bank that is the IB Diploma experience. If you ask
students who have been through the experience, they will all agree it was over too quickly. Therefore my main
advice to all of you is this: Start well and grab every opportunity presented to you so that you gain the full
value of the 1B Diploma.

I wish you all the best and look forward to working with you and your families.

Mariam Ellala
IB DP Coordinator
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THE IB MISSION STATEMENT

inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world
through intercultural understanding and respect.

To this end, the IB works with schools, governments and international organisations to develop challenging
programmes of international education and rigorous assessment.

These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate and lifelong
learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right.

THE INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY - AMMAN

VISION

To provide a unique educational experience that inspires, nourishes and celebrates the individual, one in which
staff, students and parents are proud partners.

MISSION
IIAA delivers a holistic international education that exemplifies lifelong learning and responsible citizenship.

IAA belongs to the Jordanian community, fostering an atmosphere of pride and identity, celebrating our
traditions and promoting a sustainable future.

IAA equips its students with the skills, principles and experiences that empower them to fulfill their academic,
personal and social potential.

IAA promotes ethical development, intercultural empathy and a duty to the global and local community.
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THE INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE LEARNER PROFILE

“The IB Learner Profile is the IB mission statement translated into a set of learning outcomes... The aim of all IB
Programmes is to develop internationally-minded people who, recognising their common humanity and shared
guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more peaceful world” (1B, 2006).

Disposition

Description

Inquirers

They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to
conduct inquiry and research, and they show independence in learning. They
actively enjoy learning, and this love of learning will be sustained throughout
their lives.

Knowledgeable

They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global significance.
In doing so, they acquire in-depth knowledge and develop understanding
across a broad and balanced range of disciplines.

Thinkers

They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to
recognize and approach complex problems, and make reasoned, ethical
decisions.

Communicators

They understand and express ideas and information confidently and
creatively. They do so in more than one language and in a variety of modes of
communication. They work effectively and willingly in collaboration with
others.

Principled

They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice
and respect for the dignity of the individual, groups and communities. They
take responsibility for their own actions and the consequences that
accompany them.

Open-minded

They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories,
and they are open to the perspectives, values and traditions of other
individuals and communities. They are accustomed to seeking and evaluating
a range of points-of-view, and they are willing to grow from the experience.

Caring

They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings
of others. They have a personal commitment to service, and they act to make
a positive difference in the lives of others and to the environment.

Risk-takers

They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and fore-
thought, and they have the independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas
and strategies. They are brave and articulate in defending their beliefs.

Balanced

They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional
balance to achieve personal well-being for themselves and others.

Reflective

They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience. They
are able to assess and understand their strengths and limitations in order to
support their learning and personal development.
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THE INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE DIPLOMA PROFILE

The International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IB DP) was established in Geneva in 1968 to provide an
international, and internationally recognised, university-entrance qualification for students studying outside of
their home country. The IB’s goal is to provide students with the values and opportunities that will enable them
to develop sound judgment, make wise choices and respect others in the global community. The IB Programme
equips students with the skills and attitudes necessary for success in higher education and employment; it has
the strengths of a traditional liberal arts curriculum, but with three important additional features, shown at the
center of the hexagonal curriculum model (below). Today the IB DP has expanded so that more than half the
students opting for it come from state or national systems rather than from international schools. As the IB DP
has grown, so too has its reputation for excellence; the IB DP is now recognised in almost every country in the
world as one of the pre-eminent pre-university qualifications.

THE CURRICULUM MODEL
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IB DIPLOMA PROGRAMME OF STUDY

The IB Diploma Programme at IAA builds on our IB Middle
Years Programme (IB MYP), a broad yet demanding course
of study in Grades 6 to 10 (ages 11 to 16). The IB Diploma
Programme is a two-year (Grades 11 to 12, or ages 16 to
18) international curriculum that allows students to fulfill
the requirements for university entrance. Internationally
mobile students are able to transfer into the IB Diploma
Programme from other IB World schools, as well as from
other school systems.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

New students to IAA should have completed Grade 10
successfully, as well as passing the required school's
entrance examination. It is a pre-requisite that a student has
competent English skills - including speaking, listening,
reading and writing. Students who complete Grade 10 at
IAA must achieve at least a Grade 3 in the following
subjects: Arabic, English, Maths* and Science**. If a student
is unable to meet this requirement at the end of Grade 10,
then they must take a re-test in August. Should they fail to
improve their grade in that test, then they will not be
allowed to progress to Grade 11 and must retake Grade 10.

*Pre-requisite for Math HL: students must have achieved at
least a level 5 for extended Math or 6 at regular Math by the
end of Grade 10.

*=Pre-requisite for Physics HL: students must have achieved
at least a level 5 in discrete physics or 6 at integrated
sciences by the end of Grade 10.

CHOOSING YOUR COURSE OF STUDY

All Grade 11 and 12 courses at IAA are IB courses, in
addition to an Islamic or Christian religion course, which is
a requirement of the Jordanian Ministry of Education.
Students should start the process of choosing their
personal programme by consulting the list of subjects
offered by IAA. This process is usually done in consultation
with the DP Coordinator, the students and their parents. In
Semester 2 the DP Coordinator, College Counsellor, family
and student will meet to discuss course selections. Further
meetings may be required as needed. As well as consider-
ing the students' academic strengths in individual subjects,
when making course selections, students should also take
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into account their future education and career
plans. Students should become familiar with the
specific requirements of the universities in the
countries to which they intend to apply, as differ-
ent universities in different countries have differ-
ent entrance requirements. subjects or combina-
tions of subjects could be required (or
excluded) by the country or university of their
choice.

Information about universities around the world
is available from the IAA College Counsellor. It is
strongly recommended that students spend as
much time as possible discussing their options
with as many people as possible, including
parents and teachers. Decisions made at this
stage in a student’s education could affect the
rest of their lives, so it is vital that choices are
made only after full research and consultation.

To be eligible for the IB Diploma, each student is
required to take Six IB courses, with one subject
taken from each group in the curriculum model:

* Group 1: Studies in Language and Literature
* Group 2: Language Acquisition

* Group 3: Individuals and Societies

* Group 4: Sciences

* Group 5: Mathematics

* Group 6: Arts OR one ‘elective’ subject from
groups 1 to 4

Further, all IB Diploma students must choose:
* Three courses at Higher Level (HL)
* Three courses at Standard Level (SL)

In addition, all IB Diploma students must
complete:

* A course in the Theory of Knowledge (TOK)
* A 4000-word Extended Essay in a subject of
their choice

* A Creativity, Activity, & Service (CAS)
programme



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
How many points do | need to pass the IB Diploma?
A candidate will be awarded an IB Diploma provided they do not meet any of the following failing conditions:

1. CAS requirements have not been met.

2. Candidate’s total points are fewer than 24.

3.An N has been given for theory of knowledge, extended essay or for a contributing subject.

4. A grade E has been awarded for one or both of theory of knowledge and the extended essay.

5.There is a grade 1 awarded in a subject/level.

6. Grade 2 has been awarded three or more times (HL or SL).

7. Grade 3 or below has been awarded four or more times (HL or SL).

8. Candidate has gained fewer than 12 points on HL subjects (for candidates who register for four HL subjects,
the three highest grades count).

9. Candidate has gained fewer than 9 points on SL subjects (candidates who register for two SL subjects must
gain at least 5 points at SL).

What is the difference between the IB Diploma and being a Diploma Course student?

Diploma Students

The Diploma is the flagship IB Programme, providing entrance to the most prestigious universities worldwide.
Students who wish to gain access to the most competitive courses, such as Medicine and Engineering, at univer-
sities that are over-subscribed (Harvard and Oxford, for instance) must take the Diploma. However, the Diploma
is arguably the most rigorous post-sixteen academic programme in the world and should not on any account be
undertaken lightly or by academically unsuitable candidates. Certain levels of achievement are required and
certain combinations of subjects must be studied. In addition, the Theory of Knowledge (TOK) course, the Com-
munity, Action and Service (CAS) component and the Extended Essay have to be completed. Given these
additional requirements, the IB is an excellent preparation for study at university. Effective time-management is
an essential skill that students will need to be able to deploy when studying for the Diploma, whatever their
academic prowess.

Diploma Course Students

Not all students take the full Diploma, but take a number of Diploma courses. Each year, after consultation with
the 1B Coordinator, Careers Counsellor and family, many students may choose to take a number of Diploma
courses. Students who do not take the full Diploma are not required to take all of the Core requirements, such
as TOK and the Extended Essay. However, students can still register with the IB for CAS and, as IAA places much
importance on this aspect of schooling, it is a requirement that all students still complete CAS. Students who
take a number of Diploma courses will do this for two major reasons:

1. Some universities and colleges do not require the full Diploma for entrance into their degree courses.
However, these institutions will not be Ivy League or their equivalent.

2. Students who may struggle with the breadth and/or depth of the full Diploma can take a more personalised
selection of Diploma courses instead, and they can use this as a springboard from which to access universities
worldwide. Occasionally, students who do not do the full Diploma may be required to take a Foundation, or
;‘bridging” course, at university in order for them to attain the appropriate standard for entrance to that particu-
ar institution.
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How will | be graded through the course?

Students will be graded in order to assess their achievements. Assessment is based on content, knowledge, skills
and tasks until the respective report date. Other factors are also taken into account, such as approach to subject
and ability to learn from feedback. The grade is an indication of how well the student may do if he/she continues
to work at the same level; it is not a predicted grade. Grades are given using the following achievement scale
for each of the six subjects taken from Groups 1 to 6:

* Grade 7 - Excellent

* Grade 6 - Very good

* Grade 5 - Good

* Grade 4 - Satisfactory
* Grade 3 - Mediocre

* Grade 2 - Poor

* Grade 1 - Very poor

The requirements of each subject differ in terms of what constitutes work deserving of a certain grade.
Students will be given IB subject-specific Grade Descriptors and Grade Boundaries in their first week of Grade
11.This is a very important document that should be referred to regularly.

Theory of Knowledge will be graded using the following indicators:

* A to E (as per the final marks awarded in the subject, with A being excellent and E being a failing condition for
the whole Diploma)

CAS and Religion will be graded using the following indicators:

* E - Excellent
* S — Satisfactory
* NI - Needs Improvement

In Grade 11, each student will receive two progress and two full reports. In Grade 12, each student will receive
a progress report and two full reports. These reports will also indicate how a student is progressing in meeting
the required skills for his/her subject. These are very important indicators, as they are drawn from what the 1B
will expect from students who achieve at the highest level (i.e., gain a 7 in a subject).

Will | gain Tawjihi Equivalency?

YYes. All students who study in Grade 12 are enrolled in a selection of courses that will enable them to apply for
Tawjihi equivalency, either in the Literary or Science stream. However, the particular passing requirements stipu-
lated by the Ministry of Education in Jordan have to be met for the equivalency to be granted.

When will my Predicted Grades be ready?

Predicted Grades are collected at numerous points throughout the two-year course. For students entertaining
Medicine, Oxbridge and early decision, they are collected in October of Grade 12. They will then be discussed
again and may be altered in November of Grade 12 when the predicted grades for all students are derived
from the November grading point. Please remember, the Diploma is a cumulative course, and the Predicted
Grades are not based on the last test you take before the grading point in November of Grade 12.
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Rather, they are based on your work from day one with the professional discretion of the teacher looking at
your overall trend over time. Predicted Grades can go up or down. Predicted Grades are not shared with
parents or students.

Why do | have to sign a Code of Conduct?

All students who start either as Diploma or Course students are required to sign a Code of Conduct. Both IAA
and the IB have the highest of expectations from students in terms of their punctuality, general conduct, their

ability to meet deadlines, the completion of all aspects of the curriculum in Grades 11 and 12 and their adher-

ence to strict academic honesty.

Deadlines are a very important aspect of the life of Diploma and Course students. The school will employ a
series of deadlines that will prevent pressure points from accumulating, and students are expected to abide by
them. Should students miss deadlines, then they are at risk of submitting work that is not as good as it could
have been due to raised levels of stress given the amount of work required. Students could risk failing their
subjects (and therefore the Diploma) if IB prescribed deadlines are missed.

Academic integrity involves the avoidance of plagiarism and collusion. Students will be introduced to these
concepts and, in the case of plagiarism, given training by the Library staff in order that they follow the proce-
dures as laid out in the Academic Integrity Policy, which will also be made available to all Grade 11 students in
their first week at school.

Who do | speak to about careers and university guidance?

The College Counsellor is available to all students and is the first point of call for students and parents.
Students will have dedicated time built into their timetable for work with the Counsellor. This time will be used
to ensure students have an appropriate action plan and are aware of the deadline and requirements of universi-
ties to which they wish to apply. IAA has many resources to help students make these difficult decisions.

However, there is no quick answer and it is not the job of any member of staff at IAA to tell any student where
to go for study and what, in fact, to study. These decisions should come from the individual student in consulta-
tion with their parents and the Counsellor. A lot of time is required to decide upon which course, which coun-
try and which type of university might suit the individual. The responsibility lies with the student to do the
research required so that they might make the most informed decisions. Likewise, it is the ultimate responsibil-
ity of the student to ensure that they meet the deadlines set by universities for having completed applications
submitted to them.

Can a student change subjects or levels from HL to SL or vice versa?

Yes. Changes are allowed up until a designated time, and they will be at the ultimate discretion of the 1B DP
Coordinator. As students move through the course, changing subjects becomes increasingly disruptive, not
only to the student making the change but also to their peers and the teachers concerned. Changes between
Levlels (HL and SL), however, are more common and can be accommodated further into the duration of the
Diploma.

Any changes students wish to make must be accompanied by a Course Change Request Form which is
available from the 1B DP Coordinator. This will require parental and teacher signatures, as well as that of the
College Counselor. Before the change is accepted or declined, there may be further consultations.
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THE CORE IB CURRICULUM
Theory of Knowledge (TOK)

Theory of Knowledge is a course centred on the questions “What is knowledge?” and “How do we know?”
Students are taught to critically assess the knowledge through the knowledge frameworks of scope, perspec-
tive, method and tools and ethics. By the end of the course, students should be more aware of how information
is packaged and to be discerning knowers who analyse and evaluate knowledge claims. The central features of
the theory of knowledge course are the exploration of themes that lend themselves to a plethora of knowledge
questions and the multifaceted approach to answering them.

TOK Course Content

Students complete 100 hours over the two-year course. The course is comprised of 8 units centered on the
following Core and Optional themes as well as Areas of Knowledge. These units are:

* Knowledge and the Knower

* Knowledge and Indigenous Societies
* Knowledge and Technology

* History

* Art

* Mathematics

* Natural Sciences

* Human Sciences

Assessment

At the end of the first year and the second year (Grade 12) of the course, students are officially assessed for
their IB Diploma, based solely on two pieces of work:

1) The TOK Essay on a prescribed title (up to1600 words). This is supervised by a teacher in the school and
then graded externally by an IB examiner.

2) The TOK Exhibition of three (3) objects with a personal connection and a real world context that is used to
discuss one of the Internal Assessment (IA) prompts published in the Subject Guide. The exhibition is accompa-
nied by a written commentary not to exceed 950 words. The commentaries are moderated externally by an 1B
examiner.

The final TOK grade and the final Extended Essay grade are entered into the Diploma Points Matrix (see
below) to award a possible maximum of 3 extra points to be added to a student’s Diploma score. Candidates
not submitting satisfactory work in either area will fail the Diploma.




The Diploma Points Matrix: Theory of Knowledge

ToK/EE A B c D E
A 3 3 2 2
-
B 3 2 2 1 )
a3
8
-
a
C 2 2 1 o) =3
D 2 1 0 0
E Failing condition

The Extended Essay

The Extended Essay is an in-depth study of a limited topic within a subject. Its purpose is to provide a student
with an opportunity to engage in independent research at an introductory level. Emphasis is placed on the
process of engaging in personal research, on the communication of ideas and information in a logical and coher-
ent manner and on the overall presentation of the Extended Essay in compliance with IB guidelines. Students are
required to devote 40+ hours to the essay over the course of twelve months.

Subject Choice

In choosing a subject, an essential consideration should be the personal interest of the student. The subject
should offer the opportunity for in-depth research, but it should also be limited in scope. It should present the
candidate with the opportunity to collect or generate information and/or data for analysis and evaluation.
Extended Essays submitted in Language Acquisition (English or Arabic) or Literature A (English or Arabic) must
be written in the language the student studies. All other essays must be in English.
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Organization of the Extended Essay

The Extended Essay is limited to 4,000 words and should include an abstract, an introduction, development
methods/results, a conclusion, a bibliography and any necessary appendices. Students also are required to
submit a Reflections on Planning and Progress Form (RPPF).

The Extended Essay is externally examined. Marks are awarded against a set of published criteria. The final
Extended Essay grade and the final TOK grade are entered into the Diploma Points Matrix (see above), to award
a possible maximum of 3 extra points to be added to a student’s Diploma score. Candidates not submitting
satisfactory work in either area will fail the Diploma.

There are failing conditions for the two above components. If a student scores an ‘E’ in either the Extended
Essay or Theory of Knowledge they will not be awarded an IB Diploma.
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The CAS Programme

As a result of their CAS experience as a whole, including their reflections, there should be evidence that students
have:

* increased their awareness of their own strengths and areas for growth. They are able to see themselves as
individuals with various skills and abilities, some more developed than others, and they understand that they can
make choices about how they wish to move forward.

* undertaken new challenges. A new challenge may be an unfamiliar activity, or an extension to an existing one.
* planned and initiated activities. Planning and initiation will often be in collaboration with others. It can be shown
in activities that are part of larger projects, such as ongoing school activities in the local community, as well as
in small student-led activities.

» worked collaboratively with others. Collaboration can be shown in many different activities, such as team
sports, playing music in a band, or helping in a kindergarten. At least one project, involving collaboration and the
integration of at least two of creativity, action and service, is required.

* shown perseverance and commitment in their activities. At a minimum, this implies attending regularly and
accepting a share of the responsibility of dealing with problems that arise in the course of activities.

* engaged with issues of global importance. Students may be involved in international projects, but there are
many global issues that can be acted upon locally or nationally. These may include environmental concerns,
caring for the elderly, etc.

» considered the ethical implications of their actions. Ethical decisions arise in almost any CAS activity (for exam-
ple, on the sports field, in musical composition, or in relationships with others involved in service activities).
Evidence of thinking about ethical issues can be shown in various ways, including journal entries and conversa-
tions with CAS advisers.

* developed new skills. As with new challenges, new skills may be shown in activities that the student has not
previously undertaken or in increased expertise in an established area. This focus on learning outcomes empha-
sises that it is the quality of a CAS activity (its contribution to the student’s development) that is of most impor-
tance.




SUBJECTS

GROUP 1: STUDIES IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE - HIGHER AND STANDARD LEVEL

Introduction

In this course, students study a wide range of literary and non-literary texts in a variety of media. By examining
communicative acts across literary form and textual type alongside appropriate secondary readings, students
will investigate the nature of language itself and the ways in which it shapes and is influenced by identity and
culture. Approaches to study in the course are meant to be wide ranging and can include literary theory, sociolin-
guistics, media studies and critical discourse analysis among others.

Course Details

In the language A: language and literature course students will learn about the complex and dynamic nature of
language and explore both its practical and aesthetic dimensions. They will explore the crucial role language
plays in communication, reflecting experience and shaping the world. Students will also learn about their own
roles as producers of language and develop their productive skills. Throughout the course, students will explore
the various ways in which language choices, text types, literary forms and contextual elements all effect mean-
ing. Through close analysis of various text types and literary forms, students will consider their own interpreta-
tions, as well as the critical perspectives of others, to explore how such positions are shaped by cultural belief
systems and to negotiate meanings for texts. Students will engage in activities that involve them in the process
of production and help shape their critical awareness of how texts and their associated visual and audio
elements work together to influence the audience/reader and how audiences/readers open up the possibilities
of texts. With its focus on a wide variety of communicative acts, the course is meant to develop sensitivity to the
foundational nature, and pervasive influence, of language in the world at large.

Course Assessment — Standard Level (SL)

External assessment (3 hours); 70%

Paper 1: Guided textual analysis (1 hour 15 minutes); 35%

The paper consists of two non-literary passages, from two different text types, each accompanied by a ques-
tion. Students choose one passage and write an analysis of it. (20 marks)

Paper 2: Comparative essay (1 hour 45 minutes); 35%

The paper consists of four general questions. In response to one question students write a comparative essay
based on two literary works studied in the course. (30 marks)

Internal assessment; 30%
This component consists of an individual oral which is internally assessed by the teacher and externally moder-
ated by the IB at the end of the course.

Individual oral (15 minutes)
Supported by an extract from one non-literary body of work and one from a literary work, students will offer a
prepared response of 10 minutes, followed by 5 minutes of questions by the teacher, to the following prompt:

Examine the ways in which the global issue of your choice is presented through the content and form of one of
the works and one of the body of work that you have studied. (40 marks)
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Course Assessment — Higher Level (HL)
External assessment (4 hours); 80%

Paper 1: Guided textual analysis (2 hours 15 minutes); 35%

The paper consists of two non-literary passages, from two different text types, each accompanied by a
question. Students write an analysis of each of the passages. (40 marks)

Paper 2: Comparative essay (1 hour 45 minutes); 25%

The paper consists of four general questions. In response to one question students write a comparative essay
based on two literary works studied in the course. (30 marks)

HL essay; 20%
Students submit an essay on one non-literary body of work, or a literary work studied during the course (20
marks). The essay must be 1,200-1,500 words in length.

Internal assessment: Individual oral (15 minutes); 20%
This component consists of an individual oral which is internally assessed by the teacher and externally moder-
ated by the IB at the end of the course.

Individual oral (15 minutes)

Supported by an extract from both one non-literary body of work and one from a literary work, students will

offer a prepared response of 10 minutes, followed by 5 minutes of questions by the teacher, to the following
prompt:

Examine the ways in which the global issue of your choice is presented through the content and form of one
of the works and one of the bodies of work that you have studied. (40 marks)




LANGUAGE A: LITERATURE - STANDARD LEVEL
ARABIC

Introduction

The Studies in Literature course, offered at both Higher and Standard Levels, is designed to meet the needs of
students for whom the language is their best language. The study of literature is the main focus of this course,
which includes a world literature component.

IB Literature provides the opportunity for students to examine, discuss and compare the ideas and language of
a wide variety of writers from a variety of times and cultures across the globe.

As well as presenting ideas in writing, students taking the course will be expected to contribute and listen sympa-
thetically to ideas in stimulating class sessions where discussions, debate and presentation play an essential role.
During the course, students should develop their ideas, knowledge and enjoyment of literary themes, concepts
and language. They should also develop the ability to examine and express ideas with confidence in a variety of
contexts. Students’ achievements will be assessed through a combination of written and oral coursework as well
as by written examination.

Course Details

Language A: Literature is a flexible course that allows teachers to choose works from prescribed lists of authors
and to construct a course that suits the particular needs and interests of their students. It is divided into three
parts, each with a particular focus.

* Part 1: Works in translation

* Part 2: Works originally written in the language studied

* Part 3: Free choice works

Course Assessment

External (Total 70%)

* Paper 1: Guided literary analysis; 1 hour 15 minutes (35% of the May exams) The paper consists of two
passages from two different literary forms, each accompanied by a question. Students choose one passage and
write an analysis of it. (20 marks)

* Paper 2: Comparative essay; 1 hour 45 minutes (35% of the May exams) - The paper consists of four general
questions. In response to one question, students write a comparative essay based on two works studied in the
course. (30 marks)

Internal Assessment

This component is internally assessed by the teacher and externally moderated by the IB at the end of the
course (30%).

Individual oral commentary (15 minutes)

Individual oral (15 minutes)

Supported by an extract from one work written originally in the language studied and one from a work studied
in translation, students will offer a prepared response of 10 minutes, followed by 5 minutes of questions by the
teacher, to the following prompt:

Examine the ways in which the global issue of your choice is presented through the content and form of two of
the works that you have studied. (40 marks)
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What makes a good student of Group Language A?

Students who opt for any of these courses should ideally have a sound background in Literature. They must love
reading and have an interest in other cultures, religions and philosophies. They should also be open-minded and
inquisitive in their approach to new concepts or those which challenge their own. They must also show determi-
nation and a commitment to success

How can studying Language A help me develop?

It encourages open-mindedness and an enquiring approach to beliefs, religions and philosophies. The course
aims to develop a lifelong interest and respect of literary heritage of his/her mother tongue whilst complement-
ing it with a rich international perspective. Authors are chosen from a wide range of eras and backgrounds, and
all question the problems of the individual society. There is a strong oral component to the course, encouraging
s]Eudents to become confident speakers as well as critical thinkers. These are qualities essential in all walks of
life.

What career options does Language A give you?

Language A prepares students for all career options because of the nature and discipline of the course.
Language A is an excellent foundation course for students as it covers topics usually not introduced until the
first year in university. It provides a strong background for students who wish to study English, Media, Film,
Theatre Studies, Art, Philosophy, Psychology, History and Law, Politics and other foreign languages.




GROUP 2: LANGUAGE ACQUISITION (LANGUAGE B)

ARABIC, ENGLISH AND SPANISH
Introduction

Language Acquisition (Language B) courses are designed to provide students with the necessary skills and
intercultural understanding to enable them to communicate successfully in an environment where the studied
language is spoken. This process encourages the learner to go beyond the confines of the classroom, expand-
ing an awareness of the world and fostering respect for cultural diversity.

Diploma Programme Coordinators and teachers ensure that students are following the language course that is
best suited to their present and future needs and that will provide them with an appropriate academic challenge.
The most important factors in identifying the appropriate course are 1) the degree to which students are
already competent in the language and 2) the degree of proficiency they wish to attain by the end of the period
of study. Coordinators, in conjunction with teachers, are responsible for the placement of students. The most
important consideration is that the course should be a challenging educational experience for the student.

Course Details

The course objectives are:

* Develop students’ intercultural understanding;

. fgnable students to understand and use the language they have studied in a range of contexts and for a variety
of purposes;

* Encourage, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness and appreciation of the
different perspectives of people from other cultures;

* Develop students’ awareness of the role of language in relation to other areas of knowledge;

* Develop students’ awareness of the relationship between the languages and cultures with which they are famil-
iar;

* Provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through the use of an additional language; and
* Provide the opportunity for enjoyment, creativity and intellectual stimulation through knowledge of an
additional language.

Arabic, English And Spanish

Course Assessments - Standard Level (SL)

External (75%)

* Paper 1 (1 hour 15 minutes): Productive skills - one writing task of 250-400 words from a choice of three, each
from a different theme, choosing a text type from among those listed in the examination instructions. (30 marks;
25%)

* Paper 2 (1 hour 45 minutes): Receptive skills—separate sections for listening and reading (65 marks; 50%)
Listening comprehension (45 minutes) (25 marks)

Reading comprehension (1 hour) (40 marks)

Comprehension exercises on three audio passages and three written texts, drawn from all five themes.
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Internal (25%)

This component is internally assessed by the teacher and externally moderated by the IB at the end of the
course.

* Individual oral assessment: A conversation with the teacher, based on a visual stimulus, followed by discussion
based on an additional theme. (30 marks)

Course Assessments - Higher Level (HL)

External (75%)

* Paper 1 (1 hour 30 minutes): Productive skills - One writing task of 450-600 words from a choice of three, each
from a different theme, choosing a text type from among those listed in the examination instructions. (30 marks;
25%)

* Paper 2 (2 hours): Receptive skills—separate sections for listening and reading (65 marks; 50%)

Listening comprehension (1 hour) (25 marks)

Reading comprehension (1 hour) (40 marks)

Comprehension exercises on three audio passages and three written texts, drawn from all five themes.

Internal (25%)
This component is internally assessed by the teacher and externally moderated by the IB at the end of the
course.

* Individual oral assessment - A conversation with the teacher, based on an extract from one of the literary works
studied in class, followed by discussion based on one or more of the themes from the syllabus. (30 marks)

Language Acquisition (Language B)
What makes a good student of Language Acquisition (Language B)?

For this course, students need an enquiring and analytical mind. Attention to detail is paramount. They must be
interested in the world around them and in other cultures, religions, philosophies and current affairs.

How can studying Language B help me develop?

It also helps students to understand how language is used. Language is a code, and if they have the key to that
code they have understanding and, in turn, can be understood.

Language B is about learning to express one’s self in both speech and writing and being able to handle the
language system accurately. It is about the power of language and the ability to select the appropriate language
for particular cultural and social situations. It is about organizing ideas so that they are communicated efficiently
and appropriately. Language B is about empowerment.

What career options does Language B give you?
Language prepares students for all career options because of the nature and discipline of the course. Skills

that are taught in the course, such as writing summaries, speeches, press releases, journal articles and oral
presentations, are all valuable no matter what career path is taken.
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